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9. Side Manager on Day of Play  

9.1. Wherever under a law, regulation, policy or the BV Conditions of Play, a side is given a right of 
decision or choice, it will be exercised by the side manager who will act on behalf of the side. BV 
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9.2. The side manager must not be the umpire or controlling body of the day for the game they are 
managing. 

 

12. Incomplete Team at Commencement of a Game  

12.1. If, 30 minutes after the scheduled start time for a game, one player is absent from one or more 
teams in a side and no eligible or affiliated member is available to act as substitute is available or 
allowed, the game must continue in accordance with the provisions of DR 2.6.  

12.2. A team with an absent player plays as though the second is the missing player. The opponents 
with a complete team will have their second play consecutive bowls in accordance with DR 2.6.  

12.3. The skips of both teams will carry the scorecard and update the score at the completion of each 
end.  

12.4. If the absent player arrives late, all players must take their original place in the team, at the 
completion of the end in progress. 

 

21. Pre-Game Pennant Practice  

21.1. Pre-Game Practice for both the home and visiting sides is subject to the Greenkeeper/Greens 
Director of the venue club declaring the greens available for practice. This must be the same for both 
sides.  

21.2. Practice is allowed on the day of play including on the rinks the game is to be played on, for both 
the home and visiting side. 

21.3. Subject to Clause 21.1, both sides must have access for  

21.3.1. Weekend - a minimum of 1 hour, commencing no later than ninety (90) minutes before the 
game is scheduled to start and concluding thirty (30) minutes before the commencement of play  

21.3.2. Midweek - a minimum of 30 minutes, commencing no later than sixty (60) minutes before the 
game is scheduled to start and concluding thirty (30) minutes before the commencement of play.  

21.4. If required, the visiting side must have access to half the rinks the game is to be played on, and 
these should be consecutive rinks. In a 3-rink game, this will require sharing of 1 rink. 
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28. Game Abandoned by Side Manager Agreement  

28.1. Matches can only be abandoned by agreement under the following conditions:  
28.1.1. Weather/heat as per Section 2, Clause 10;  
28.1.2. Safety of the players and/or officials;  
28.1.3. Death of a player as per Section 1, Clause 38;  
28.1.4. Weather other than heat i.e. rain, including lightning, Section 2, Clause 10;  
28.1.5. Government restrictions. 

 

Section 2 

10.10. Leaving the green, interruption to play and stoppage: 

• No player can leave the green without permission of their opponent, in accordance with Law 32.1. If 
an opponent refuses permission the player can appeal to the umpire.  

• After 10 minutes has elapsed from commencement of an interruption to play as determined by the 
side managers agreement, or the umpire of the day or greenkeeper, the interruption becomes a 
stoppage as per Law 33. 

 • After a stoppage of play has been declared and if all bowls have not been played or the number of 
shots not agreed to, the end must be declared dead, in accordance with Law 33.  

• If the game stoppage exceeds one hour the game will be abandoned (Refer Section 1, Clause 28). 

 

Scheduled Breaks 

Saturday:  

3.2. A 15-minute break can be taken at 2.45pm. A bell will be rung at 2.40pm and no new ends are to 
be commenced after the bell, including ends declared 'dead'. If there is agreement between both side 
managers, the break can be waived. Subject to any variation in the start time the scheduled break may 
be varied, or not taken, by agreement between the side managers. 

 

Midweek:  

5.1. A scheduled break of up to 30 minutes may be taken by agreement of both side managers. If 
agreement can’t be reached a schedule break will be taken at 12.30 pm.  

5.2. If there is agreement between both side managers, the break can be waived. 
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10. Inclement Weather, Play Commencement, and Interruption to Play  

10.3. Inclement weather - Heat (on the day of play) - It is the responsibility of the side managers to 
monitor and record the time the temperature is taken and any suspension or interruption to play.  

10.4. Clubs must use the official Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) App and select the relevant BOM 
weather station location as per the postcode of the address of the club the game is taking place at*. 
The postcode will default to the nearest weather station. The official BOM app can be found here: 
www.bom.gov.au/app *An exemption exists for Cardinia Waters, Eastwood Golf and Mt Waverley 
Bowls Clubs, where the Scoresby (postcode 3179) weather station must be used and for Whittlesea 
Bowls Club, where the Viewbank (postcode 3084) weather station must be used.  

10.4.1. Play cannot commence: 

 • If the temperature at the club's Designated BOM weather station has reached 36 degrees Celsius or 
above at the scheduled commencement time of the game, play will be suspended for up to 1 hour. If 
at any stage after play has been suspended the temperature falls to below 36 degrees Celsius, play 
must be commenced.  

• If the temperature fails to fall below 36 degrees Celsius within 1 hour of play being suspended, the 
game is abandoned.  

10.5. Play has commenced: 

 • If the temperature at the club's Designated BOM weather station has reached 36 degrees Celsius or 
above at any time after play commences, play will be immediately suspended for up to 1 hour. It is the 
responsibility of the side managers to record the time that play is suspended. • If at any stage after 
play has been suspended the temperature falls below 36 degrees Celsius, play must resume 
immediately, with no time given for side or team meetings.  

• If the temperature fails to fall below 36 degrees Celsius after play has been suspended for 1 hour, 
the game will be abandoned.  

• Midweek and Weekend Pennant games that are interrupted, will be abandoned after five (5) hours 
from the scheduled start time.  
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10.6. Inclement weather other than heat:  

• If play cannot commence at the scheduled commencement time of the game, play may be 
suspended for up to 1 hour.  

• If after 1 hour of play being suspended the game cannot commence, the game will be abandoned.  

• If play has commenced:  

• If after 1 hour of play being suspended the game cannot continue, the game will be abandoned. It is 
the responsibility of the side managers to record the time that play is suspended.  

• Every effort must be made to complete any ends in progress prior to leaving the green. 

Midweek and Weekend Pennant games that are interrupted, will be abandoned after five (5) hours 
from the scheduled start time.  

 

10.7. If lightning is present:  

• Play should be immediately suspended if the time between seeing a lightning flash and hearing a 
thunderclap is less than 30 seconds, which indicates the thunderstorm is within 10km of the venue. 
This includes outdoor covered greens. Players should go inside an enclosed building and stay inside 
until 30 minutes after the last sight of lightning.  

10.9. 'Code Red' fire rating scheduled on day of play:  

• If a 'Code Red' Day is announced for the Central Fire District on a day of play, by the Bureau of 
Meteorology, all metropolitan pennant competitions will be abandoned, and no results will be 
required to be submitted.  

• If a ‘Code Red’ Day is announced for the North Central Fire District on a day of play, by the Bureau of 
Meteorology, both home and away games involving the Wallan Bowling Club will be abandoned and 
no results will be required to be submitted. 


