
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERS NEWSLETTER  
SEPTEMBER 2021 

Official Newsletter of Donvale Bowls Club Inc 
       PO Box 1312, Doncaster East 3109 

www.donvalebowls.com.au 
 

Newsletter Editor: Ewan Simpson 
ewan.simpson377@gmail.com 

 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

 

James Bonthorne 
Chairman  
Donvale Bowls Club 
 

HI Donvalians 
Well, the “fun” continues, but hopefully we will start to get some reprieve 
soon which will allow us to get back to bowls in whatever form or forms 
each of us likes albeit that we may need to be fully vaccinated. But wouldn’t 
be nice if it was not necessary to have masks. 
 

Because of the restrictions not a lot has been happening in the world of 
bowls. As you have been informed, Bowls Victoria has been forced to 
cancel the Pre-season games they had planned as has also been the case 
for the intra-club games we had planned for our members. Pennant is still 
due to start on 16th October, but of course that will depend upon the degree 
of freedom we are given by the Government. As soon as we are able, we 
will also be resuming Twilight Bowls and for that we will access to the 
fantastic new kitchen and BBQ area- government permitting of course. 
 

The new veranda area is really something we 
can all look forward to using. When you first see 
it, what will surprise you first will be its size (large) 
and the great outlook onto the grass green. All 
that remains to be done now is the non-slip 
coating to be applied to the floor. 

At the recent Management Committee meeting  
details of our uniform supplier were finalized  

and will be made know soon. Just to stop the 
rumour mill in its tracks, there will be NO 
CHANGE from the current uniform. Amongst 
other things we also discussed possible ways of 
complying with any government regulations re 
needing to be double vaccinated – should they 
happen to be introduced. 

Meanwhile stay safe and sane. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PENNANT & CHAMPIONSHIP – 2021/2022 
 

 
David Bill 
President 
P & C - Committee 
 

Despite the lockdown your Pennant and Championship 
committee had a zoom meeting September 6.  Your committee 
members include:  Rob Fairweather as VP, Jill Simpson as 
Secretary, Pat O’Meara as assistant secretary, Keith Williams, 
Richard Cardin, Dale Farmer, Ray Bridger, and Ken Eldridge.  
Mal Shield represented night pennant and Graham Howard 
coaching respectively.   It was very much a get to know you 
meeting particularly for our new members. 
 

For this September newsletter I have asked Ray, Scott, 
Graham, and Ken to contribute.  
 

 Ray, our Chairman of Selectors tells us:  
 

Fairly complex changes apply to the rules for 
promotion and relegation at the end of the 2021-
2022 season.  Generally, only the team that 
finishes on top of the section finals will be the 
team to be promoted, however for many others 
it will be more difficult to avoid relegation.   
 

Another notable change is to pre-game practice: 
“Practice is allowed on the day of play including 
on the rinks the game is to be played on, for both 
the home and visiting side.   
• All practice must conclude thirty (30) 

minutes prior to the commencement of play.  
The away side may practice for up to one (1) 
hour prior to the scheduled start time. 

If required, the visiting side must be given 
access to half the rinks where the game is to be 
played on, and these should be consecutive 
rinks.” 
In seeking ways to further improve Pennant 

 

results for our club, discussions between 
coaches, selectors, and players have 
highlighted the need to significantly reduce the 
number of bowls failing to reach jack length.  
This season in using the tick card, bowls falling 
short of the jack by more than one (1) mat length 
will be recorded as an s (short bowl) on the tick 
card.  We will also continue to record a tick for 
bowls which reach the zone of the jack (from 1 
mat short of jack to 2 mats behind jack).  These 
results along with wins and season shots up will 
be included for use as part of the selection 
process.  

All pennant players are therefore requested to 
be mindful of the difficulties faced by selectors in 
the early part of the season due to limited 
opportunities to measure pre-season 
performance while achieving the best for 
Donvale from the very strong competition for 
places at all levels.   
 

 In view of our weekend first team excellent 
efforts in returning to Division 1 this season, and 
to maximise efforts to establish themselves at 
that level again, they are expected to practice at 
4-30 to 5.30 as a team in their rinks to focus on 
teamwork / game plans and match simulation.   
Again, the session will be short and focused.  

This will be reviewed early in the season, and it 
may be possible to bring in the Second team as 
we go forward. 

 

Scott, our senior Coach and Graham, our 
Coaching Coordinator tell us: 
Thursday practice for all pennant players will 
be from 4.15pm to 6.15pm, organised and 
conducted by Scott and based on the Club’s 
Coaching Manual introduced last season as 
prepared by Dene Milner. As with all programs 
coaching with Scott it will be mainly drills based 
on the manual and continuing last season’s 
program.   Players can start / finish when it suits 
them, however, the focus is on shorter but 
better sessions of around an hour. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Scott will have a players meeting as soon as 
possible to discuss this with the first team as 
soon as access to the greens or meetings can 
occur, including deciding for when players 
cannot attend.  Thursday morning sessions will 
commence at the earliest under the guidance of 
Maurie and Pat. 

Drills are only repetition work and need to be 
enhanced by your own practice not just with 
coaches.  It is agreed that all bowlers need to 

work on “line and length” and a “consistent 
technique” and have been coached how to do 
this, including simple drills bowling over discs, 
getting bowls in the target etc.  What you will 
get from coaching is what you can take on 
board, use it in your own practice and take into 
pennant games.  You need to remember not all 
players need/can handle the same coaching 
as teams’ skills get added as a bowler 
progresses with technique and performance. 

 

 Ken as Chairman of the Championship 
Committee tells us: 

We will be implementing the ‘Online 
Registration’ soon, but the Championship 
season has been delayed due to the extended 
lock down.  It’s most likely to start approximately 
two weeks after we resume bowls again. 

The Committee will be using the Bowls             
Vic-online BowlsLink system and once you have 
been entered into the system by the CMC you 
will receive an email confirming your entry in 
each event.     

 

Finally, I want to conclude by letting you know 
your P&C committee members are very 
enthusiastic about the forthcoming season 
once we have a chance getting under way.  I 
also thank the foregoing for their contribution 
to this month’s article.   For those members 
who are still not quite ready with their attire, 
Dale Farmer and Keith Williams will be taking 
all enquiries regarding Club uniforms.  If you 
need a new polo shirt, jacket, or vest, make 
sure you get your order in to either Dale or 
Keith who will be able to supply once we can 
have access to the Club rooms. 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT PENNANT 

 

 

Mal Shield 
Tuesday Night Pennant 
Coordinator 
 

It has been confirmed that the season will start on the 9th of November 
assuming we are sufficiently out of lockdown. Hopefully we get a chance 
to practice before the season starts. If possible, I will contact the TNP 
bowlers directly by email and set up some practice games among 
ourselves. With the new outside dining area, we should be able to have 
our supper and drinks outside if the clubhouse is restricted due to covid. 

I had the lighting checked as we hope to have both teams at home 
together and will need to use all the rinks on home nights. The lighting 
meets all the bowling standards which was surprising to me. The 
variation of the lighting is more the issue but still within bowling 
standards. What we have is very bright lighting in some areas which 
seems to make other areas dim by comparison, but no areas of the 
green were outside of the standard lighting requirements. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASK THE UMPIRE – SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

 

Barry Wilkins 
Coach & Umpire 

At the start of the pennant season Nasty Norm was having trouble with his 
delivery. He was dumping his bowls with the result that his bowls were going 
in all directions. 

Nasty Norm decided he would start the season playing lead using a 
bowler’s arm. It couldn’t be that difficult, could it? As he didn’t know what 
arm to use, he turned up at the start of the game with a selection of four 
arms of different types and sizes. 

Helpful Herbert was the Donvale skip, opposed to Stupid Sam. When Nasty 
Norm went to use a different arm for his second bowl in the first trial end, 
Helpful Herbert called out “you can’t change arms”. Nasty Norm said 
something rude in reply, so Helpful Herbert called “umpire” whereupon 
Umpire Grumpy turned up. He ruled that during the trial ends a player could 
use any number of different arms. 

 
At the start of the first end Nasty Norm didn’t 
use the bowler’s arm to roll the jack. Helpful 
Herbert yelled “you’ve got to use the arm to roll 
the jack”. Nasty Norm said something 
somewhat ruder so Umpire Grumpy was again 
called. He ruled that the jack could be rolled by 
hand or by arm. 

After a few ends Nasty Norm found that the 
bowler’s arm was not so easy to use after all 
and delivered his next bowl by hand. Helpful 
Herbert yelled “you can’t do that”. This time 
Nasty Norm said something extremely rude. 
Umpire Grumpy again came when called and 
ruled that once a player starts using an arm, 
that arm must be used for the remainder of the 
game. Grumpy also gave Nasty Norm a 
warning and advised Stupid Sam and his side 
manager. 

Like many other bowlers, Nasty Norm had a 
poor opinion of umpires and of Grumpy in 
particular, so he decided he wouldn’t obey the 
latest ruling. What could the umpire do 
anyway? He thereupon delivered his next bowl 
by hand. Grumpy saw him do it and 
immediately excluded Nasty Norm from the 
game and told him that no substitute would be 
permitted. He also told Nasty Norm that if there 
was any more trouble the matter would be 
referred to the BV Disciplinary Committee. 

 

Was Grumpy right in his various rulings? Umpire 
Barry says he was. 

1. A player may use any number of bowler’s 
arms during the trial ends. See Bowls 
Australia Artificial Devices Policy (“BAADP”) 
clause 5.1.3  

2. If a player uses a bowlers’ arm, the jack may 
still be rolled by hand. BAADP clause 5.1.4 
and BV Rules for Competition (“RC”) Rule 
46.1  

3. Once a player commences using a bowlers’ 
arm in a game, that player must continue to 
use the arm for the remainder of the game. 
BAADP clause 5.1.4 and RC Rule 46.1 The 
first time a player plays a bowl by hand after 
using an arm the umpire must warn the player, 
the player’s skip, and the side manager. RC 
Rule 46.2 

4. If the player again plays a bowl by hand, the 
player will be excluded from the game without 
a substitute being available. RC Rule 46.3 

5. Failure to comply with the RC Rule 46 may 
result in the player involved being referred to 
the BV Disciplinary Committee. RC Rule 48 
provides for substantial penalties for 
noncompliance including a fine of up to 
$1000.00 

Note: the BA Artificial Devices Policy was 
approved in December 2020. It is due for review 
in September 2021. Things may change again! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREENS REPORT 
 

 

Gary Brady 
Greens Director 
 

Grass Green 
The grass is starting to grow and with the intensive treatment that 
Shane is applying regarding cutting, rolling, and scarifying plus weed 
control. I am confident we will have a bowling surface that we have not 
seen for quite some time. 
 

Artificial Green 
My plan for the next two weeks is to brush the surface then apply 
Algicide and Surfactant and then paint the lines. I have already done 
ditch weed control and leaf vacuuming. Both Greens will be well and 
truly ready when we get there. 

REPORT FROM SHANE WADDINGHAM – OUR GREENSKEEPER 

Greens In Out 
of Use?  

Condition 

Comments/Issues (Deteriorating, poor but stable, stable, good 
condition) 

GRASS 
GREEN Closed 

Average condition.  Very thin in some 
areas as we try and get the green back 
to just Santa anna couch.  Green is 
being cut 1-2 times per week and rolled 
2-3 times per week.  Spraying for moss, 
weeds, poa, bent grass, black layer and 
disease is continuing.  Amendments 
have been put out for soil correction 
and will continue slowly over the year.  
Activated charcoal has been sprayed to 
help with black layer and create more 
growth.  Hollowing tyning has worked 
well and holes are still present. 

While the green appears to be improving 
warmer weather is needed to allow the work 
to progress more aggressively.  As the 
unwanted species are sprayed out scarifying 
lines will help the grass spread to fill in these 
areas. Green improvement needs to be 
gradual and will be dependent on weather 
conditions and the bowls schedule through 
the season.  Regular updates will keep you 
informed of the progress.  

SYNTHETIC 
GREEN Closed Waiting to spray algae with Gary. Waiting for the right conditions and seeking 

advice from the chemical manufacturer.   
Additional 

areas Condition Comments/ Issues  

Machinery 
Roller mower and brush all working well.  New 
spray tank being used regularly and is working 
well.  Groomer not yet used. 

All gear ready for the season can’t see any 
issues currently. 

 

 
Additional 

Items Comments/ Issues Actions Required   

Irrigation Needs to be checked. Will investigate uniformity and function 
before next report. 

 
 

OH & S No Issues   
 
 

Other 
Business 

Supplied new electric cord for mower.  Boom 
spray tank will be a project for myself and David 
Mattiazzo.  I have one to repair and will give to 
club when finished. 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SPECIAL MENTION TO OUR BOWLING MATE 

The season that offered much, has to date delivered so little. 
 

But we have an encouraging story to relate, one that may put things into some perspective. Many 
members would be aware of the health challenges facing our member and bowling mate, Des Powell. 
 

His long-term prognosis is not good, but he has set about, preparing for the worst, and hoping for 
the best. Des has reached a stage where the treatment he is receiving is fast becoming harsher than 
the disease. 
 

He made a conscious decision to quit chemotherapy, its severe side effects, and take his chances. 
 

A relatively new trial drug introduced last year has given Des some hope and encouragement, and 
short-term results to date are promising.  
 

We send our support and good wishes to Des, knowing if courage and determination become a 
factor, he’s a chance.         Thank you Rob (Stormy) Fairweather for your special comments 

 

 

 

 

This DBC article 
was published with 
our new sponsor 

FIND 
MANNINGHAM 

Newspaper 
 

“Click this URL” 
to see the online 

newspaper 
 

https://findmanningham.com.au 

 

 

DBC article written by Rob (Stormy) Fairweather 
Photo: Ewan Simpson 

Thanks, Anna Brady, for 

this unique BIN 



YARRA NEWS 
yarra.bowls.com.au 

 

 
S eptember Newsle t te r  2 0 2 1  

 
Welcome everyone to our first edition of the Yarra News for the 2021-22 season. The newly 
formed Board is committed to releasing a newsletter each month, contact us at 
yarrabowlsregion@gmail.com if you had any content, you would like us to add. 

New Board Pos i t ions  

The newly elected Board met for their first meeting, and we congratulate the following members 
on their positions of leadership for the upcoming season. 
 

President - Tris Doolan 

Vice President - John Inglese 
Secretary - Matt Ottobre 
Treasurer - Elaine Owens 

General Committee - Matt Perkins & Mike Limosani 

 
State Events Calendar 

 
Dates for the 2021-22 season have been set, the Board has decided this season to nominate two 
sets of dates; our preferred dates and covid backup dates. If we’re unable to run our first event, 
Pairs (Sunday 31st October), we will revert to the covid backup program. There will be no mixing 
of the two sets of dates. 

This season we have nominated an Open, Close, Draw and First Round Date. You will notice that 
the events are open for 12 days, the draw will be published 5 days later, and the first Round will 
start 5 days later. The Board has settled on this process, it’s important that Secretaries and CCOs 
communicate the process to their members. 
 
Please click on the link below to access the dates from our website and download and PDF 
version. 

Yarra State Events 2021-22 

We Need Your  Greens!! 

We can’t run the State Events without access to your greens, can all clubs please 
complete the short survey below so we can start assigning greens to the competitions. It 
is expected that Clubs hosting State Events provide an umpire and venue manager that 
organise cards and rinks. 

Survey Link 

Yarra Region Clubs: 

| Alphington | Auburn | Bundoora RSL | Camberwell Central | 

| City of Heidelberg | Diamond Creek | Doncaster | Donvale | East Ivanhoe | 

| Eltham | Fairfield | Greensborough | Greythorn | Hawthorn | Heidelberg Golf | Hurstbridge | | 
Ivanhoe | Melbourne Cricket Club | Montmorency | North Balwyn | Richmond Union | | 

Rosanna | Templestowe | Yarra Valley Country Club | 



YARRA NEWS 
yarra.bowls.com.au  

 
BowlsL ink  

Yarra will continue to use BowlsLink for State Events. Last season clubs were able to send 
through their entries, this year members will need to enter the competitions through 
their own BowlsLink profile. We’re aware that some members and clubs will find this 
process challenging but support will be provided through Bowls Victoria, help videos and 
training guides. 

Click on the training guide below, it explains how to login for the first time, find a 
competition and enter a competition. The training guide also contains short help videos. 

It’s really important that Club Secretaries update their Bowlslink database prior to the 
start of each season and make sure correct email addresses are added for all members. 

Training Guide 

Upcoming BV Education Webinars  

Bowls Victoria are running two webinars prior to the season starting, one 
is for our Team Managers and the other is all about the new Conditions of 
Play. Please click on the link below to register and find all the dates and 
times. 

Click Here 

Grant Wr i t i ng  Webinar Recording  

Grants keep our volunteer clubs going, click on the link below to watch a webinar on how 
to successfully submit grants. 

Grant Writing Webinar Recording 

Key Dates 2021-2022  

Weekend Pennant - Start Dates Saturday 16th October 2021 
Midweek Pennant - Start Dates Tuesday 19th October 2021 
Victoria Open - Shepparton - 19th - 26th November 2021 

Australian Indoor Champs - 6th - 9th December 2021- Tweed Heads 
UBC 13th - 17th December 2021 - Deer Park 

Over 60’s Championship’s 16th – 18th Feb 2022 Bendigo 
Novice Championships up to Semi Final 6th March 2022 

State Champions Week - East Bendigo 24th March – 1st April 2022 
Region Sides 8th April – 10th April 2022 Moama & Echuca 

Under 18s Championships 11th April – 14th April 2022 Bendigo 
Champions of State Pennant 30th April – 3rd May 2022 Moama 
State Disabilities Championships 10th May – 13th May 2022 

City V Country State Trials 14th May – 15th May 2022 
Australian Open - 11th -24th June 2022- Broadbeach 
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BENDIGO BANK (Community Bank) Doncaster East and Templestowe Village Branch’s - for all your 
banking needs.   Contact Senior Manager – Paul Thompson. Phone 9840 2028 

FIND MANNINGHAM Award winning Advisor – Local Manningham Newspaper, Tax Insurance,  
Super & Retirement advice. Phone: 1300 88 38 30. Warren Strybosch is Director, and member of Donvale  
Bowls Club.  
 

PARKES PROPERTY - 906 Doncaster Rd.   Doncaster East. 9840 1111   For all Real Estate needs - 
Contact Managing Director – Linda Linmeiers.  

THE HEIGHTS LUXURY RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE – 39 -41 Mitcham Road, Donvale 
Thena 0418 751 972   admin.theheights@tlcagedcare.com.au 

SONYA TERPSTRA – State Member of Parliament for Eastern Metropolitan Region     9803 0592 

 

 

 

RANCIE Financial Planning – Jon Rancie – Level 4, 420 Collins Street, Melbourne   9671 4990  
jon@ranciefinancial.com.au  
 

HELLOWORLD TRAVEL - Lower Templestowe – 18 Macedon Road Lower Templestowe –    Kris Rowe -
kris.lowertemplestowe@helloworld.com.au helloworld.com.au - Phone 9852 0200 -  

CAFÉ JULIA - Farhad and Bobby. Cafe Julia is located at 78 Jackson Court, Doncaster East. Great coffee 
& vanilla slices. 

DSG BOWLS SHOP – 25 Worrell Street, Nunawading.   9877 2068. For all bowling gear contact owners & 
members of our club Larry & Sue. Email info@dsgbowlsshop.com.au  

RYAN SMITH - Member for Warrandyte - Suite 2, 1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East.   9841 5166 

DONCASTER EAST CAR REPAIRS – 24 Terra Cotta Drive Blackburn 3130     9878 5668 

NUNAWADING PANELS – 168 Rooks Road, Nunawading 3131, 9873 5855. High standard panel service. 

LEAFTOP GARDEN & PROPERTY SERVICES – We are Melbourne’s most trusted garden service. 
Gardening, Gutter Cleaning and other services. VISIT: www.leaftop.com.au 

 

 

 

CRAIG GATHERGOOD – Maintenance & General Plumbing     9842 1334 or 0407 057 231 – licensed 
plumber. 

SUMMIT INTERNET - Summit offers a complete suite of reliable, cost effective products and services 
including Internet, and Cloud Connectivity. Summit Internet can tailor solutions based on your business 
requirements. - Contact Greg Lipschitz 1300 049 749 
 
TOP TO TOE HEALTH (in development) – Fitness, Strength and Balance Assessment       9850 7720 

 

 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSORS 
 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

PLEASE USE OUR SPONSORS’ SERVICES & TELL THEM YOU ARE 
FROM DONVALE BOWLS CLUB AND WE APPRECIATE THEIR 

SUPPORT 

 


