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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Major Project Update
Significant progress has been made in the last few months, such that we, along with
Council and the hockey club, have signed a Design – Concept and Funding
Agreement. The timetable provided by Council is that tenders will now be sought and
finalised by end of January 2020 and expected to take 3 months to complete.
There are 3 broad components of the project. They are: –

Jeff Grant
Chairman Donvale
Bowls Club

1. Kitchen / cool room refurbishment and extension. The funding model for this is that
the bowls and hockey clubs contribute $7,000 and the Council the remaining
amount.

2. Bowls Club covered outdoor area
(pergola). Council guidelines for the
provision of such facilities is that the
club is required to fund 64% of the
total cost (a significant improvement
on their earlier claim that the club pays
94%). Based on the original (“very
conservative”) estimate provided by
Council of $120,500 would mean we
pay $77,000. We expect (and hope)
the contracted price will be
significantly less than the estimate. If
not, Council has agreed to limit our
payment to $77,000 if the final price is
higher than the estimate.

3. Hockey club facilities – including the
provision of female change rooms.
The main impact on us will be that the
storage shed at the back of the
pavilion, in which we store archived
papers and other material, will be
removed. In its place we will have
exclusive use of the existing storage
facility accessed through a door at the
rear of the pavilion. We will also have
ready access to additional disabled
toilets.

In reaching this stage I would like to thank James Bonthorne and Tari Malia for their
constructive and thorough negotiations with Council in my absence in recent weeks.
Jeff Grant

INTRODUCING OUR NEW HEAD COACH

RICHARD GALE

Richard’s Coaching Philosophy:
To establish a good working relationship with fellow
bowlers whether totally new to the sport or who have
had many years of bowling experience on the bowls
green. This will be done by making their delivery
techniques as near as possibly faultless which will
allow them to achieve their own goals, whether to be
just a handy social bowler or views of representing
Victoria and maybe Australia.

Very Impressive history from a Champion
Coach
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Ex Indian Commonwealth Games Coach 2010
Founder/Head Coach Young Australians Lawn
Bowls Academy
Bowls Australia Advanced Coach / Level 2
International experience for 15 Years
Head Coach – St Kilda Bowling Club: 2003 -2005
Head Coach/Junior Bowls Co-ordinator - Albert
Park VRI BC: 2006 -2008
Junior Development Coordinator MCC Kew Sports
Club 2014-2016
Head Coach Flemington Kensington Bowls Club:
2015-2018

Achievements:
§

§

§

§

§
§
§
§
§

Coached Albert Park BC to Division 4 and Division
3 Flag and promotion from Division 4 to Division 22005-6 and 2006 -7 pennant seasons.
Coached all three Flemington Kensington pennant
teams to Metro finals in 2016-17 season. The club
also won two Winter pennant Grand Finals in
Division One and Four.
Fours team from Flemington Kensington which I
was a member of made last 32 at Australian Open
2017.
Coached Flemington Kensington BC Division 2
team to Sectional Grand Final win. Promoted to
Division One first time since 2001. Division 7 team
promoted to Division 6.
Coached Flemington Kensington Mid-Week to
Divisional Grand Final win.
Personal coach to Garry Ball who finished ranked
No 5 in BA Rankings.
Coaching the Indian Men’s Fours team to win the
Gold Medal at Asian Games in Brunei 2016.
Coaching the Indian Men’s Fours team to Bronze
Medal playoff in Glasgow 2014.
Appointed Head Coach/Coordinator of Western
Warriors operating out of Deer Park Sports Club July 2018.

Albert Park Bowls Club
1 St Vincent Gardens
Albert Park 3206
Mobile 0419165553
2/02/2011

To whom it may concern,
Richard Gale was appointed by the Albert Park Bowls Club Board
of Management in 2004 in the role of playing coach. Richard left of
his own accord in 2008 to take up the role of International
Commonwealth Games Coach for India.
During Richard’s time at the Albert Park Bowls Club, Richard not
only developed the club members bowling skills, he also created a
team spirit within the club and our visitors that we had not
previously seen.
Richard has a unique quality; he can make people believe in
themselves and when this is achieved players are then capable of
developing higher skill levels quickly. In the 4 years Richard was
with the club our three Pennant teams were all promoted. Our top
team had an outstanding result by achieving the promotion from
Division 5 to Division 2 in three years. This was the first time that
Albert Park Bowls Club had qualified a team for Division 2 Pennant.
Richard was also responsible for introducing Corporate Bowling
days, junior development and increasing our membership base.
Richard developed our club members using some of the following
techniques:
•
•
•
•
•

Improving confidence levels
Improvement of bowling techniques
Developing our skips in the skill of “reading a head”
Multiple skill drills during training
Increased tactical skills of all players

Above all Richard is dedicated to the sport of bowls and three of
Richard’s key strengths are:
•
Planning and Organising
•
Communication
•
Loyalty
I wish Richard well and I would highly recommend Richard for any
position he chose to pursue.
Vicki Olsen
Past President Albert Park Bowls Club

Richard with Australian
Champion Aron Sherriff,
Australian Coach Rex
Johnston and assistant
Bryce Stewart

Richard with the Indian
Team Photo at Belmont
Bowls Club (Geelong)

Non-Pennant & Social Events
Our most important day in September is SUNDAY 29th for The Opening of the
Greens with a “sticks” competition and afternoon tea on a bring a plate to share
basis.
Other events during September are:
[1] Probus function 11th September [2] Clean-up day 15th September
[3] Rancie Financial Function 20th September
Volunteers to assist with catering and on the greens welcome.
Contact Mal or Jan Shield

A Great Day at Yarra Valley
Anna Brady
On behalf of the
Non-Pennant &
Social Committee

What a fun day out at The Yarra Valley Harness Race Meeting. We had 42 of our
members, partners and guests enjoying great atmosphere, good food and wonderful
company in the Yarraview Dining Room overlooking a picturesque setting in the Yarra
Valley.
To our great surprise Race 8 was named the Donvale Bowls Club Pace!
Thank you to everyone who supported this event, feedback is that we should book this
event again.

Our Major Sponsors for Season 2019/2020
Sponsors continue to contribute to the financial welfare of our club. I am
pleased to advise that our Major sponsors have renewed their commitment to
the club for season 2019-2020.
In no particular order we should all acknowledge the ongoing support from:

Café Julia:

Tari Mallia
Manager of Sponsorship

Whilst we all may have a favourite coffee shop where we catch up with friends,
please remember that Café Julia is a Club sponsor. Perhaps the occasional
coffee or morning tea catch up with friends could be just as easily had at
Jackson Court. I’m sure Bobby and Farhad would appreciate seeing DBC
members calling in and to serve you what is undoubtedly the best coffee in
Doncaster.

Doncaster East Car Repairs: Mark and Penny

DSG Bowls Shop: I'm sure many members know

Langdon and their team continue to offer and deliver the
best and most cost-efficient vehicle mechanical service
in Nunawading and Doncaster. Whether your vehicle is
new or has a few kilometres under its bonnet, Marks'
team can maintain the road worthiness of all makes and
models. If you have not availed yourself to the quality of
their workman ship, then I would strongly recommend
you try when next your vehicle is due for a service.
Several of DBC members already do, so why not you?
Rancie Financial Services: Once again Jon Rancie
has committed to another year with his usual generous
participation with our club. With the ever-increasing
demands and dynamic changes in the global financial
markets, an element which affects us all is our
retirement plans. Jon and his team are well placed,
should you be needing, under no obligation, to review
your current circumstances. Apart from the financial
support we receive, Rancie Financial services hold at
least one annual client function at our club and with the
upcoming event in September you are all invited to sign
up for what usually ends up being a great social day for
all who attend. Give it some thought and let Jon know.
Parkes Property: There's not much more that can be
said about the Parkes property Group. The generous
support given by Linda Linmeiers is evident in and
around the club. The success in our New Members Day
membership drive has been due, in no small way to the
generous support we receive from Linda. In reality most
members have younger extended families who may be
considering their immediate real estate needs. I would
urge members to please make sure that we reciprocate
the support, by recommending Parkes Property for any
sale or purchase that they or yourselves may be
considering.
Helloworld Travel Lower Templestowe: We said it
before and we'll say it again, but, what better way is
there to SKI (Spend Kids Inheritance) than to broaden
our horizons and there's no better way to do this than to
avail ourselves to the best travel service and advice in
the Manningham Shire, through Helloworld Travel Lower
Templestowe. Kris Rowe and Sue Corvasce have again
committed their support to DBC. Contact their office as
and when you may be considering your next adventure
be it an overseas or domestic destination.

Larry and Sue Lambrou. They are not just a sponsor
but members of our club and we should always be
mindful that when you are next looking at upgrading
your bowls or any of your attire and equipment that
DSG is just down the road. Please remember the
likes of E-bay and Amazon etc do not sponsor our
club, Larry does. The support in kind we receive
from Larry is greatly appreciated and members
should reciprocate that support in return.
Bendigo Bank: One of DBC major and strongest
sponsors is the Bendigo Doncaster East and
Templestowe Village Community Bank ®. In fact,
Donvale Bowls Club has received over $48,000
since commencing sponsorship with Bendigo Bank.
Many of you will have noticed the recent
refurbishment of the shelters and the addition of the
new sunshades around the grass green. This has
been possible due to the generous grant of $12,000
from Bendigo Doncaster East and Templestowe
Village Community Bank ®. A new application for an
additional grant for Season 2019/2020 is currently in
place. Members’ need to make Bendigo Bank aware
that if you already have accounts with the Bank, that
you let them know you are members of DBC
whenever you visit their branches.

Ryan Smith, Victorian State Member for
Warrandyte: Mr. Smith has again generously
allocated funds from his electorate advertising
budget to support the activities of the DBC, be it for
intra club programs or work conducted for the
benefit of the wider Manningham community. Mr.
Smith is well known in our community and at our
Club. His continued support is greatly appreciated.

TLC Aged Care a division of TLC Healthcare:
Our newest major sponsor, TLC offer primary
medical care at centres located across Melbourne
and the Geelong area. The Heights Facility opened
in Donvale in April 2016, setting the premium
standard for quality aged living. The Heights is
conveniently located close to shops and public
transport. DBC will be hosting an information
session with TLC in the coming months. Details will
be announced in due course.

New Members Day Sunday 13th October
Many thanks to all the members who have generously rallied to the cause
and volunteered to assist in the distribution of our flyers.

The Dates:

Monday 23rd – Saturday 28th September

Some say there is nothing more fulfilling than stretching the legs, breathing
the fresh Manningham air, sharing that couple of hours with a partner, then
able to say, “I was part of that successful recruiting program”.
One member mentioning “I’m surprised there are still positions available”.
For those who may find it difficult to get about, a number of opportunities
exist, just placing an A4 flyer around the various supermarkets, shop
windows and general notice boards around the area.

Rob (Stormy)
Fairweather

Place your names on the folder outside the clubhouse, once again, our
sincere thanks and appreciation for whatever assistance you can provide.

Stormy

Greens Report
Grass Rink
Vertidrain has been successfully completed. Shane has followed up with
fertilisation and has cut the grass to a higher length. It has also been rolled
several times since the Vertidrain. We expect to be able to use the surface in
approximately 2 weeks, hence Des is arranging line marking within that
period.
There are some areas that are a little sparse, so we will attempt to avoid any
undue wear by bowling East-West initially and using 7 rinks.

Gary Brady
Greens Director

Shane is continuing with the weed eradication and expects some
improvement in the coming weeks. In the meantime, bring on the Sun and
Spring.

I also had a look at Croydon and Mooroolbark, and neither seemed to have a
similar problem. However, the Croydon GreenKeeper did say he uses
Artificial Rink
Algacide often and brushes more frequently than us. He did point out some
I also
had but
a look
Croydon and Mooroolbark,
As advised the drainage issues appear
related
tothe shaded
moss build
up in
areas
not at
significant.
and neither seemed to have a similar problem.
the moss and algae build up in the surface. In
In the meantime,
a workingthe
relationship
with the Grassports
Croydon GreenKeeper
did saypeople
he
discussions with the Contractor Grassports
we we haveHowever,
who
now
understand
the
issues.
Hopefully
we
can
solve
the
recent
uses Algacide often and brushes more
agreed to spray the surface with an Algacide. This
frequently than us. He did point out some moss
took place on the 13th of August problems.
and I am told it
build up in the shaded areas but not significant.
takes 10 to 14 days to take effect.
Gary Brady
The next advice is to give the surface a deep
grooming followed by a rolling. I expect to have a
quote for this in the next few days.
I did in the last month take some time to look at
some of the local Rinks in particular the Ringwood
Artificial, which in my opinion had quite a
significant algae infection. This rink was also
draining poorly, however there was no urgency for
them as they seem not to have a Winter
programme like us.

In the meantime, we have a working
relationship with the Grassports people who
now understand the issues. Hopefully we can
solve the recent problems.
Gary Brady

Ask the Umpire - September 2019
By a series of sheer flukes Helpful Herbert and his wife Dopey Dora reached
the final of the club pairs championship. At the changeover of the first end of
the final, Dopey Dora placed one of Helpful Herbert’s bowls on the mat, even
though the other skip, Old Charlie, was due to play first.
Before Old Charlie could stop him, Helpful Herbert sent down his bowl which
“whicked” off a short wide bowl and came in to gently touch the jack. A resting
toucher! Helpful Herbert picked up one of Old Charlie’s bowls and with a big
grin on his face, went to hand the bowl to the Old Charlie who ignored Helpful
and strode down the rink.

Barry Wilkins
Coach & Umpire

Old Charlie replaced the “whicked” off bowl to its former position and then
picked up Helpful’s bowl and walked to the mat end, rubbing off Dopey Dora’s
chalk as he went. Dopey Dora was so shocked that for once in her life she
was speechless. Helpful Herbert was livid with rage, but instead of starting a
fight, called the umpire.

The umpire duly arrived and told the players that Old Charlie was within his rights to act as he did.
Was he right?
Umpire Barry says:
Old Charlie and the umpire were both right.
If a bowl has been played out of turn and it has disturbed the head the other skip should choose whether to:
Leave the disturbed head as it is and play 2 bowls in a row to get back to the proper order OR
Replace the head to its former position, and to go back to the proper order OR
Declare the end dead.
Law 29.1.3

