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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Hi Donvalians, well, it is now not many shopping days to Christmas which seems strange
as last Christmas was only a few days ago, or that is how it seems.
The Pennant season has started and unusually it started with a splash due largely to the
rain. But at least it is off.
We were finally able to have our AGM and what is more have it in the year we are
supposed to. Thank you to all the members who attended and for not asking me too
many hard questions.
As a reminder a couple of the key things that were discussed were:

James Bonthorne

Anna Brady was named as the Club Member of the year – a very worthy recipient of this
award which is based upon contribution to the club and not bowling ability (but she is
very good at that too).

Chairman
Donvale Bowls Club

Despite the difficult year which we and most clubs experienced, we managed to make
a surplus which is the source of monies we need to develop and maintain the club.

Details were given of planned expenditures which we
have committed to this year and for which funds have
been reserved. These included the construction of the
new “wailing wall” shed, this having been possible
because of the kind donation to the club by the family of
the late Max Anderton. We will also be converting the old
BBQ shed into a source of “refreshments” and this has
been funded by the kind donation received from Des
Powell.

and tables, the installation of shade cloth at the north
and south ends of the synthetic green, construction of a
new BBQ area, the extension of the current machinery shed
to provide additional storage, installing a replacement
fridge/freezer in the new kitchen along with new cutlery.
Still more includes the installation of a new audio system
for the clubhouse and the veranda and a new AV system for
the clubhouse, both being funded by the Pavilion Operating
Committee

Other items include the installation of sound deadening
in the new veranda along with providing additional chairs

So, there is a lot happening and I hope you all enjoy these
developments and stay safe and well.

PENNANT & CHAMPIONSHIP - REPORT
As expected, it has certainly been a difficult start of our Pennant season, clubs reporting
in some instances, they are not all fully vaccinated.
Unfortunately, our 4th side giving a walkover to Mitcham in the first round.
Whilst this is certainly not an ideal outcome, our club was not prepared to put our
members at risk playing against unvaccinated players.
Weekend Pennant has been reduced to a 14-round season, excepting Division 1 which
has an 18-week competition. 7 teams entered this year.
In turn, Midweek Pennant has also been reduced to a 14-round season consisting of 7
teams.

Ken Eldridge
President
P & C - Committee

Unfortunately, after some deliberation, our 8th team had to be withdrawn due to a
reduction in numbers.

The Club Championships are well underway, my thanks
and appreciation to all our members who competed
and marked this event, remarkably no rescheduling was
necessary in any of the matches.
Jeff Grant will be playing Scott Rees in the Men’s Singles
and Fay Giules playing Teresa Bowden in the final
Sunday 28th November 1pm start. Good luck to all! (See

photos in this Newsletter).
Announcing the 100up commences Monday 29th
November, 1pm start.
The CMC reported they were unable to implement the
BowlsLink system for the first two events due to issues
adding players without redoing the draw.
It is expected to have it up and running by the New Year.

On Behalf of Selectors – Ray Bridger
•
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The interactive Newsflash system which you all used to respond to your season
commitments worked very well and we advised Bowls Vic that we would field 7
Saturday Sides and 8 Tuesday Sides. Unfortunately, several players faced
changed circumstances by November, and we are now running with 7 Saturday
Sides and 7 Tuesday Sides and a Bankers on rotation basis for Division 5 players.
At every level fierce competition for positions so seek understanding and a
sporting attitude to the selection outcomes. Occasional mistakes, selectors are
human.
Quite often apparent mistakes by Selectors are caused by the unavailable sheets
being forgotten by players; try not to miss a round but if you need to fill in the
unavailable sheet then do this before midday Wednesdays when team selection
takes place for both Saturdays and Tuesdays.
Donvale Bowls Club leading edge player statistics.
2nds to fill in the score card correctly and achieve agreed sign off with opposition
skip.
3rds and skips to complete ticks and s.
Both clubs are now allowed to practice for an hour
up to 30 minutes before play. i.e., Saturday visiting
clubs can practice from 11:30 to 12:30. And must
have access to half the rinks on which the game is
to be played. Greens Director has right to override.
Duty Rinks email advice each week – important to
read as Covid rules have a habit of changing
regularly.
QR codes and double vaccination policy for club
grounds entry and masks.

•
•
•
•

Ray Bridger
Chairman
Selection Committee

Starting time 1pm after rollup and 10:30am after
rollup. Arrival, travel.
Uniforms Dale Farmer or Keith Williams.
Communications Newsflashes, Newsletters &
emails.
Thank David Bill for his enormous contribution to
the club through Chairing pennant and
Championship committee and Selection etc and
welcome and support to Ken Eldridge who has
taken over that role.

GREENS REPORT
Grass Green
The Green is starting to pick up speed due to frequent cutting and rolling together
with drier conditions. Speed measurement last Saturday 20th was 13.75. Shane has
recommended that another scarifying will be beneficial, this was scheduled for
Wednesday the 24th but was called off pending heavy rain, which did not come.
Once again, we were victims of inaccurate weather forecasting. We will do this job
at the earliest convenience when we can have minimal inconvenience to members.
We are in the process of topping up the sand in the ditches, having now done about
one third (thanks to Adrian Ryan for his help), this will be completed in the next
fortnight.

Gary Brady

I would encourage members to withhold their criticism as the amount of work going
in is unprecedented on this surface.

Greens Director

Artificial Green
Lines will be done on Friday the 26th. I did perceive that we had a moss /algae problem until I visited other clubs while
competing and saw how bad the problem can get. Think our recent spraying has had some benefit.

NON-PENNANT & SOCIAL EVENTS
At last, we can get things up and happening without the hindrance of Covid-19
restrictions etc. With both our Melbourne Cup celebrations day, and the official
opening of season function being held in our new Alfresco, this area will prove to be
very popular for after game relaxation, plus a great alternative venue for future
social functions.
Our Christmas Hamper raffle tickets have been distributed to all members, but there
are plenty more for those that wish to take them. Donations towards the hampers
can be left in the big golden box located at the clubhouse, or alternatively, direct to
Anna Brady. All suitable items, big or small will be greatly appreciated. Members who
have somehow missed out on tickets can purchase them from Frank Smit.

Brian Roberts
President Non-Pennant
& Social Events

Sign-up sheets for the very popular annual spit roast dinner (Sunday 5th December)
are now displayed in the new Alfresco area. All members are urged to sign-up and
make this event a great night.
Another event planned for all members to enjoy will be the Peppercorn Pizza Night
which will be held after the last pennant game pre-Christmas. (Saturday 18th
December).

This event will also feature the Christmas Hamper Raffle draw - Members are urged to sign up early for this one. For
more info, talk to Brian Roberts.
In December Our committee will also be busy catering for two planned corporate bowls-events.
On December 6th, our club will welcome a group from the Labour Party for a barefoot bowls and barbecue evening.
Anyone wishing to help for this event can talk to Rob Fairweather, or Brian Roberts.
On Sunday 12th December, our club will stage a new prestigious bowls event, with one of our major sponsors (Parkes
Property) providing very generous cash prize money. Any member who wishes to donate some time by helping with this
event should talk to Rob Fairweather. Keep on rolling.

TUESDAY NIGHT PENNANT
Tuesday night pennant starts on Tuesday 30th November. We have 2 teams entered this
year and will play in the same section. There is one section on Tuesday nights and
another on Wednesday nights, however we do not play on Wednesday nights as this
would conflict with the Twilight bowls played on Wednesday nights. The Wednesday
competition is new this year.
We have four players who have never played any form of pennant previously, which is
terrific as TNP is a great way to ease into pennant where everyone plays every week
regardless of performance. It is also great for players that are still working or
unavailable during the day and would like to play during the week. We have six of these
players as well.

Mal Shield
Tuesday Night
Pennant Coordinator

ASK THE UMPIRE – NOVEMBER 2021
Instead of a story this month I thought I’d write about information brought to my attention
by Ray Bridger concerning what is to happen in the case of wet weather or water on the
green during a pennant game.

Barry Wilkins
Coach & Umpire

In a webinar attended by Ray, John Roberts (The Lawman) told his audience that in the
case of wet weather:
• It is not acceptable for players to walk off the green prior to discussion between side
managers.
• If side managers agree, players may come off the green and bowls remain in play for
10 minutes.
• Beyond a stoppage of 10 minutes, if play resumes the end is to be completely replayed.
• If side managers can’t agree that players should come off the green the umpire must
be called to decide.
After hearing from Ray, I contacted John Roberts and pointed out that there is nothing in
the Laws, Domestic Regulations and Rules for Competition that supports this ruling. In

reply John told me that there has been too much inconsistency in dealing with this situation and Bowls Victoria as the
ultimate Controlling Body has made this ruling on the advice of the Officiating and Laws Committee.
It is to be hoped that Bowls Victoria will include this ruling in next season’s Rules for Competition. In the meantime, we
have no alternative but to make decisions in line with the above.

KNIFE SHARPENING
Knives, scissors, shears, tools sharpened

REPAIRS
Bowls bag handles, lifters etc repaired

Contact David Mattiazzo
0428 101 404
David kindly donates the funds from the above to the Hamper Raffles

This DBC article was published by our sponsor FIND MANNINGHAM Newspaper
“Click this URL” to see the online newspaper https://findmanningham.com.au
Written by Rob (Stormy) Fairweather – Photo: Ewan Simpson

Semi- Final
Men’s Championship
Donvale 21st November

Ron Pretto v
Scott Rees (winner)

AGM at Donvale Bowls Club – Thursday 25th November

Anna Brady was named as the Club
Member of the year – As James
Bonthorne said: “A very worthy
recipient of this award which is
based upon contribution to the club
and not bowling ability (but she is
very good at that too)”.

INC members: Michael Meehan (Secretary), James Bonthorne (Chairman),
Ron Gibbs (Treasurer), and the CLUB 50/50 organiser Sheldon Lipschitz.

Some very happy members at our AGM
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
MEN’S & WOMEN’S SINGLES FINALS
Sunday 28th November 2021

Jeff Grant (R/Up) Scott Rees (Winner)

Teresa Bowden (R/Up) Fay Giules (Winner)

Just a few places available
Parkes Property Invitation Triples

BOOK NOW

$60.00

GOLD SPONSORS
BENDIGO BANK (Community Bank) Doncaster East and Templestowe Village Branch’s - for all your
banking needs. Contact Senior Manager – Paul Thompson. Phone 9840 2028
FIND MANNINGHAM - Local Community Newspaper supported by Find Accountant providing SMSF &
Retirement advice. Phone: 1300 88 38 30. Warren Strybosch is Director, and member of Donvale
Bowls Club.
PARKES PROPERTY - 906 Doncaster Rd. Doncaster East. 9840 1111 For all Real Estate needs Contact Managing Director – Linda Linmeiers.
THE HEIGHTS LUXURY RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE – 39 -41 Mitcham Road, Donvale
Thena 0418 751 972 admin.theheights@tlcagedcare.com.au
SONYA TERPSTRA – State Member of Parliament for Eastern Metropolitan Region 9803 0592

SILVER SPONSORS
RANCIE Financial Planning – Jon Rancie – Level 4, 420 Collins Street, Melbourne 9671 4990
jon@ranciefinancial.com.au
HELLOWORLD TRAVEL - Lower Templestowe – 18 Macedon Road Lower Templestowe –
kris.lowertemplestowe@helloworld.com.au helloworld.com.au - Phone 9852 0200 -

Kris Rowe -

CAFÉ JULIA - Farhad and Bobby. Cafe Julia is located at 78 Jackson Court, Doncaster East. Great coffee
& vanilla slices.
DSG BOWLS SHOP – 25 Worrell Street, Nunawading. 9877 2068. For all bowling gear contact owners &
members of our club Larry & Sue. Email info@dsgbowlsshop.com.au
RYAN SMITH - Member for Warrandyte - Suite 2, 1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East. 9841 5166
DONCASTER EAST CAR REPAIRS – 24 Terra Cotta Drive Blackburn 3130

9878 5668

NUNAWADING PANELS – 168 Rooks Road, Nunawading 3131, 9873 5855. High standard panel service.
LEAFTOP GARDEN & PROPERTY SERVICES – We are Melbourne’s most trusted garden service.
Gardening, Gutter Cleaning and other services. VISIT: www.leaftop.com.au

BRONZE SPONSORS
CRAIG GATHERGOOD – Maintenance & General Plumbing
plumber.

9842 1334 or 0407 057 231 – licensed

SUMMIT INTERNET - Summit offers a complete suite of reliable, cost effective products and services
including Internet, and Cloud Connectivity. Summit Internet can tailor solutions based on your business
requirements. - Contact Greg Lipschitz 1300 049 749
TOP TO TOE HEALTH (in development) – Fitness, Strength and Balance Assessment

9850 7720

PLEASE USE OUR SPONSORS’ SERVICES & TELL THEM YOU ARE
FROM DONVALE BOWLS CLUB AND WE APPRECIATE THEIR
SUPPORT

