
 

DONVALE BOWLS CLUB 

 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING OF 2022 

Held in the Clubrooms on Thursday 17th March 2022, at 07.30pm 

(1) Present: James Bonthorne (Chair), Ron Gibbs (Treasurer), Michael Meehan (Secretary) and 78 

members as recorded on the attendance sheets. 

Apologies: 3 members recorded – Sheila Scull, Marilyn Grant, Graeme Shaw 

 

(2) On February 19 Michael Meehan wrote to members to advise that: 

As Secretary of the Donvale Bowls Club, I have been requested by more than 5 members of the 

Committee to convene a special general meeting, under Clause 9 (3) of the Club’s constitution. 

The sole purpose of this special general meeting is to present to members of the Club a proposal to 

change the management structure of the Club and to obtain approval to amend the Constitution of 

Donvale Bowls Club Incorporated to reflect the changes in the Club’s management structure. 

This meeting was scheduled to be held in the Clubrooms on Thursday 17th March at 07.30pm 2022.  

At the meeting it was moved by Ian Bramstedt and seconded by Jules White that this proposal be 

discussed. 

The Chairman James Bonthorne then addressed the meeting. 

He asked people to confirm that they had signed the Attendance Sheets and reminded attendees of 

the general rules of behaviour at meetings. 

Several attendees spoke both for and against the motion. 

At times the discussion became somewhat heated, and the Secretary intervened to remind 

members that the motion was one which had been proposed by all members of the Committee of 

Management (INC) and shouldn’t be seen as something belonging solely to the Chairman. 

Scrutineers were appointed: Ron Gibbs and Ian Bramstedt and the question was put to members. 

The votes were tallied by the scrutineers, during this process it was discovered that some ballot 

papers had been tampered with, original ballot ppaers being divided to create 2 ballots. This was an 

unpleasant discovery as spare ballot papers were available if requested! 

The resulting total of votes was For 32, Against 49 and Informal 2 = Totalling 83 votes, they were 79 

attendees eligible to vote. 

The secretary requested to have the compromised ballots disqualified, this was refused on the 

grounds that the disqualification would not affect the result. All altered votes were for NO. 

The motion was defeated. 

Meeting closed at 09.00 pm 


