MEMBERS NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2022
Official Newsletter of Donvale Bowls Club Inc
PO Box 1312, Doncaster East 3109
www.donvalebowls.com.au
Newsletter & Handbook Editor: Ewan Simpson
ewan.simpson377@gmail.com

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
From a Club development perspective, the most important thing to occur during March
was the Special General Meeting which was held at the Clubhouse on 17th March.
The main purpose of this meeting, as was explained in a series of Newsflashes, was to
determine the direction the Club wanted the Club to go in the future. There were 2
choices. Accept the recommendation of the sub-committee comprising members
selected, nominated, and representing INC and each of the 2 sections and supported by
the Management Committee or to leave things as they are.

James Bonthorne
Chairman
Donvale Bowls Club

If the Club wanted to progress in a changing external environment imposed on it by
various levels of government and by Bowls Victoria and to be able to have a good chance
of receiving major grants to fund our development, then, to comply with the
requirements of the grant givers it was necessary to change the structure (but not
necessarily the method of operation) of the Club management. If the Club was
comfortable with the current level of facilities, then no change was necessary. But this
approach would mean we would not be complying with the structural standards set by

the grant givers and putting the receiving major grants to develop our facility at great risk.
About 80 members turned up at the meeting and a majority voted for the 2nd option – to leave things as they are and risk
not being able to develop our facilities.
The positive aspect of this decision is that the Management Committee now have a clear indication of the direction the
members would like to see the Club develop. It is going to mean our having to completely review our Strategic Development
Plan for the Club to reflect a reduced chance of receiving funds – but hey, there is nothing like a good challenge.
The other item is the success the Club has enjoyed in this year’s Pennant season. I am sure this will be detailed in another
report, but well done to all involved.
Have a good Easter (yes, it is approaching).

NON-PENNANT & SOCIAL EVENTS
Twilight bowls - Attendance numbers have been increasing over the past month with
members enjoying the lessening of covid restrictions, as well as being able to make the
most of the recent spell of beautiful bowling weather.
On March 3rd our local State Parliament Member (Sonia Terpstra) presented a very
bright and informative seminar which focussed on Financial, Legal and Social issues faced
by the aged people within our community. This event was attended by 45 of
our members, which finished with a lovely afternoon tea prepared by our "Kitchen
Queen ", Jan Shield. Many thanks Jan and helpers.
In collaboration with the pennant bowls committee, our “end of season " pizza night was
held at the clubrooms on March 5th. Proof that this night is one of our favourite events
was apparent with 78 hungry and happy members attending.

Brian Roberts
President
Non - Pennant

March the 24th is Kilmore Races Day, with the bus to and from the races fully booked.
This trip is sure to be both exciting, glamorous and a load of fun for all our punters.
Please note that club uniforms are banned for the day. Many thanks go to John and
Kaye Chandler for their expertise in organising this event.

Our planned "night at the theatre “is set for June the 16th. 20 seats have so far been booked to see the once only
performance of "Unsung” featuring renowned vocalist Amelia Ryan. Thanks go to Virginia McGuiness (0412 017 689) for
organising this event.
All members of our Tasmanian Touring group are asked to attend an updated itinerary and information session, which will
be held at our clubrooms on Monday, 28th March, starting at 1.30 P.M. Details of finalised travel arrangements,
accommodation, booked events and other suggestions will be discussed at this meeting. Keep on Rolling.

TUESDAY NIGHT PENNANT
The season finished on the 1st of March and although our teams were cellar dwellers the
players had some good bowling and social evenings. During the season we put on a simple
supper when at home and invited the visiting teams in and opened the bar. It meant there
was a lot of good discussion after the games and some late nights with good attendance
from visiting teams.
For the final game John, Greg and Pat Gunn donated the hamburgers, buns and sausages
for a BBQ and Greg did the cooking. A big Thank you to the Gunn’s. Jan donated the vanilla
slices. We had a great night, and the visiting Mitcham team really appreciated the
hospitality. It was a great finish to the season with a lovely social evening.

Mal Shield
Tuesday Night
Pennant

We will now rest until the next season but during that time I will try and achieve some
changes to Night Pennant. The key aims are:
• Create a Thursday Night option
• 2 sections so strong teams are not pitted against weaker teams
• Smaller team sizes to allow for an increased numbers of teams
• Shorter seasons (hopefully one before Christmas and another after)
• Scoreboards so we can play east west on the synthetic.

This DBC article was published by our sponsor
FIND MANNINGHAM Newspaper
Written by Rob (Stormy) Fairweather – Photo: Ewan Simpson
“Click this URL” to see the online newspaper https://findmanningham.com.au

OUR SUCCESSFUL TUESDAY PENNANT TEAMS
Tuesday Results for Section Semi-Final 15th March 2022

DONVALE 3 – WINNER
Played Yarra Junction 1 at Home

Thursday Results for Section Grand Final 17th March 2022

DONVALE 3 – WINNER
Played Lilydale 3 at Croydon

Graeme Morrison, Pat O’Meara, Helen Milner, Wally Cerato (Skip)

Jurgen Schnabl, Julie Wilkins, Ray Heller, Brian Roberts (Skip)

Pat Ryan, Ray Halliday (Skip), Gerry Kearney, Robyn Walsh

Donvale 3
will play Hoppers 3 at Moonee Ponds Bowling Club
Tuesday 22nd March
Divisional Quarter Final
Photos: Ewan Simpson

Tuesday Results for Section Semi-Final 15th March 2022

DONVALE 6 – WINNER
Played North Balwyn 4 at Home

Thursday Results for Section Grand Final 17th March 2022

DONVALE 6 – WINNER
Played Alphington 1 at Bundoora RSL

Lynne Breadmore, Tony Harley (Skip), Robert Mann, John Chandler

Adrian Ryan, Jim Thompson, Margaret Davis, Max Reeves (Skip)

Bernie Henderson (Skip), Leanne Sullivan, Gary Tibaldi, Peter Uren

Donvale 6
Will play Wallan 1 at Preston/Reservoir Bowling Club
Thursday 24th March
Divisional Quarter Final
Photos: John Chandler

PENNANT & CHAMPIONSHIP - REPORT
Congratulations - what a fantastic result for Pennant this season with 6 out of 14
teams into the finals.
Our weekend teams: Side 1: - Won enough games to stay in Division 1
Side 2: - Section Final/ Lost to Nth Balwyn.
Side 3: - Section Final/ Lost to Brunswick.
Side 7: - Section Semi Final/ Lost to Blackburn North.

Ken Eldridge

Our Midweek Teams: Side 1: - Semi Final / Lost to Whittlesea
Side 3: - Section Final /Winners – Beat Lilydale.
Side 6: - Section Final/ Winners – Beat Alphington

President
P & C - Committee

Our two sectional winners continue into the Divisional rounds, and we wish them
good luck with those events.

I would also like to congratulate all those players not involved in playing Pennant finals for their contribution to our teams in
this difficult and challenging Covid year.
Running Pennant each year involves a number of volunteers, and I would like to thank them all.
Special thanks to the Selection Committee who rarely get the praise they deserve and have taken on both Midweek and
Weekend Pennant. They should be proud of the results they have helped achieve this year. Thanks to Ray Bridger, Peter
Gillett, Helen Milner, Robyn Walsh & Ian Heap.

Thank you: - Ian Bramstedt for your update on the Ladders and Ladder Summaries.
Thank you: - Ewan Simpson for the constant Newsflashes.
Thank you: - To all our Coaches.
Thank you: - To those Committee members of the ‘Pennant Bowls & Championship Section’.
Thank you: - Marilyn Grant with the help of Jill Simpson and others for organising “Food after Pennant”.
Thank you: - Those on Kitchen Duty and Liz Bill for organising the rosters.
Thank you: - Gerry Kearney for his help working out BowlsLink for our Championship.
Sorry I couldn’t name everyone and apologise if I’ve missed anyone.
CMC - This year’s Championship should have finished by the time this Newsletter goes out with the last match being the Open
Triples on the 20th of March.
We have managed to run our Championship this season fairly smoothly with some changes to playing times on days due to
heat and dates due to the Pennant double headers requiring players to play too many days in a row.
Reminder - Presentation Night is on the 31st March with sign up and payment by the 24th March.

On Behalf of Selectors – Ray Bridger
Selectors are delighted to congratulate the players from the six Donvale Sides which made
the finals this pennant Season as well as all players who have participated so well
throughout another difficult Covid impacted season. Some of the Side 1 performances this
year were excellent, keeping that Side in Division 1 for next season.
The form of players in these Sides has been improving so rapidly lately that senior players
must expect that there will be more change in Club sides in future.
We also congratulate and recognise all Side Managers as they played an important part in
their Sides confidence during those finals’ games.
We recognise and really appreciate the time and support of Scott Rees, Barry Ferguson,
and club coaches and all of the volunteers who have put so much effort into all aspects of
preparation and support for our pennant games.

Ray Bridger
Chairman
Selection Committee

It may not be well known but Gerry Kearney has worked behind the scenes all season to
provide Selectors with a database of twice weekly performance statistics of players which is an invaluable tool in the
selection process. We also thank Scott Rees for his assistance with input into selection of senior sides.
Last but not least I wish to thank my fellow Selectors, Peter Gillett, Helen Milner, Robyn Walsh, and Ian Heap for the
enormous hours of quality work and effort each has put into achieving an outstanding season for our Club.

GREENS REPORT
Grass Green
The Green continues to improve, and my expectation is that it will be ready much earlier
this year for the coming season. Very pleasing to get a district final.

Artificial Green

Gary Brady
Greens Director

Is ready for brushing and will be done soon when we are investigating a chemical
application to combat moss and staining. The issues regarding Rinks 15 & 16 are well
known to our club members and in my opinion have become a mindset, opposition do
not know and generally perform better on these rinks. We have started investigating
possible repairs which will cost quite some money and James is awaiting quotes to
present to Council.

OUR SUCCESSFUL SATURDAY PENNANT
Saturday Results for TEAMS
Section Semi-Final 12th March 2022
DONVALE 2 – WINNER
Played Bennetswood at Bennetswood

Saturday Results for Section Grand Final 13th March 2022

DONVALE 2 – Runner/Up
Played Doncaster 2 at Mitcham

Gary Brady, Ian Kost, Geoff Smith (Skip), Bill Bourke

Ken Eldridge, Lindsay Ridgwell (Skip), Marilyn Grant, Richard Davis

Maurie Vickerman, Teresa Bowden, Barry Wilkins, Craig Gathergood (Skip)

Peter Gillett (Skip), Anna Brady, Fay Giules, Rob McAnally

What a
Great
Winning
Shot:

Anna
Brady

Saturday Results for
Section Semi Final 12th March

DONVALE 3 – Winner
Played Preston/Reservoir 2
Then 13th March 2022
Played Brunswick 3 at Carlton

Donvale 3 – Runner/Up
Photos: Ewan Simpson

Donvale 7
Made the Semi-Final Saturday 12th March
Played Blackburn North 2 at Blackburn

Runner/Up

ASK THE UMPIRE – MARCH 2022
Fast Freddy had proved to be such a disaster playing lead and skip that the selectors decided
to make him second in Helpful Herbert’s rink. For some reason known only to the selectors
they made Dopey Dora third.
On the first end of the match Helpful Herbert picked up his bowl ready to play the final bowl
of the end. At the other end Dopey Dora aided by Fast Freddy was busy examining the head.
As Helpful Herbert went towards the mat, his opponent, Nasty Norm, made an insulting
remark. Helpful Herbert immediately turned around and told Nasty Norm what he thought of
him and his team.
While Helpful Herbert and Nasty Norm were exchanging unpleasantries, Fast Freddy
convinced Dopey Dora that she and the opposing third should start measuring. Fast Freddy
Barry Wilkins
was not only fast when it came to playing bowls, he was of the view that a fast game was a
Coach & Umpire
good game and that the thirds should get on with it.
Being married to her, Umpire Barry knows very well that
So Dopey Dora and the opposing third did as Fast Freddy
the club’s littlest lady umpire is always right!
said and started measuring.
Law 29.4.1 states that if the result of an end has been
Helpful Herbert stepped onto the mat to deliver his bowl.
agreed or the process of deciding the number of shots
He saw what was happening and called out “one to come”.
scored has started, a player who has failed to play a bowl
Nasty Norm called out “too late”. The umpire was called.
(either deliberately or accidentally) will lose the right to
play the bowl.
The club’s littlest lady umpire turned up when called and
stepped between the warring parties. She ruled that Nasty
Norm was right and that Helpful Herbert had lost the right
to play his final bowl. Nasty Norm laughed while Helpful
Herbert muttered under his breath about ****** umpires.
Was the umpire right?

Moral:
The above result appears harsh, but it is the law.
All players should concentrate on the game. Skips should
keep an eye on what is happening at the head. Thirds
should be aware of whether the skips have played both
their bowls.

Margaret Cunningham
Mentor Day
Monday 14th March
Rob Fairweather
“Stormy” - MC

Photos from this Great Day
The Winning
Team
Ray Heller, James
Cunningham, Marilyn
Grant, Maureen
Jackson

Runner/Up
James Cunningham, Jill
Simpson, Jeff Grant,
Elizabeth Bill

Best 1st Game
James Cunningham, John
Poulton, John Cobain, Kim
Hemburrow

Best Last
Game
James Cunningham,
Mal Shield, Leanne
Sullivan, Jurgen
Schnabl

Margaret Cunningham Mentor Day
Was named after Margaret who was a great
person at our club and awarded posthumously
the Order of Australian Medal (OAM). The
collage of documentation has been presented
to our club by her husband James Cunningham,
thank you for your kindness.

GOLD SPONSORS
BENDIGO BANK (Community Bank) Doncaster East and Templestowe Village Branch’s - for all your
banking needs. Contact Senior Manager – Paul Thompson. Phone 9840 2028
FIND MANNINGHAM - Local Community Newspaper supported by Find Accountant providing SMSF &
Retirement advice. Phone: 1300 88 38 30. Warren Strybosch is Director, and member of Donvale
Bowls Club.
PARKES PROPERTY - 906 Doncaster Rd. Doncaster East. 9840 1111 For all Real Estate needs Contact Managing Director – Linda Linmeiers.
SONYA TERPSTRA – State Member of Parliament for Eastern Metropolitan Region

9803 0592

SILVER SPONSORS
RANCIE Financial Planning – Jon Rancie – Level 4, 420 Collins Street, Melbourne 9671 4990
jon@ranciefinancial.com.au
HELLOWORLD TRAVEL - Lower Templestowe – 18 Macedon Road Lower Templestowe –
kris.lowertemplestowe@helloworld.com.au helloworld.com.au - Phone 9852 0200 -

Kris Rowe -

CAFÉ JULIA - Farhad and Bobby. Cafe Julia is located at 78 Jackson Court, Doncaster East. Great coffee
& vanilla slices.
DSG BOWLS SHOP – 25 Worrell Street, Nunawading. 9877 2068. For all bowling gear contact owners &
members of our club Larry & Sue. Email info@dsgbowlsshop.com.au
RYAN SMITH - Member for Warrandyte - Suite 2, 1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East. 9841 5166
DONCASTER EAST CAR REPAIRS – 24 Terra Cotta Drive Blackburn 3130

9878 5668

NUNAWADING PANELS – 168 Rooks Road, Nunawading 3131, 9873 5855. High standard panel service.
LEAFTOP GARDEN & PROPERTY SERVICES – We are Melbourne’s most trusted garden service.
Gardening, Gutter Cleaning and other services. VISIT: www.leaftop.com.au

BRONZE SPONSORS
CRAIG GATHERGOOD – Maintenance & General Plumbing
plumber.

9842 1334 or 0407 057 231 – licensed

SUMMIT INTERNET - Summit offers a complete suite of reliable, cost-effective products and services
including Internet, and Cloud Connectivity. Summit Internet can tailor solutions based on your business
requirements. - Contact Greg Lipschitz 1300 049 749

PLEASE USE OUR SPONSORS’ SERVICES & TELL THEM YOU
ARE FROM DONVALE BOWLS CLUB AND WE APPRECIATE
THEIR SUPPORT

