MEMBERS NEWSLETTER – JULY 2019
Official Newsletter of Donvale Bowls Club Inc
PO Box 1312, Doncaster East 3109

Website: www.donvalebowls.com.au
Editor: Ewan Simpson
Email your article to: ewan.simpson377@gmail.com
Visit our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/DonvaleBowls

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
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Chairman Donvale
Bowls Club

Our wonderful volunteers

Reports from the AGM

The shelters around the
synthetic green have been in
obvious need of a spruce-up
for some time. So, a fantastic
group of volunteers have
recently undertaken
maintenance work and
applied coats of paint to each
of the shelters. They now
look brand new again. Our
sincere thanks to David
Mattiazzo, Roy Riley, David
Neville, Ron Pretto, Graeme
Morrison, Richard Aumann,
Peter Gillett, Kim DiMarzio,
Rob McAnally, Bill Duggan,
Gerry Kearney and John
Poulton for a wonderful job
well done. There is no
doubting their commitment some even starting at
8.00am, in the middle of
winter!!! Thanks Guys.

For those members who were unable to make the
AGM, and for those who were there but want to
refresh their memory, the Annual Reports from Inc,
Pennant and Championship Section and Non-Pennant
and Social Events Section, along with draft minutes of
the meeting, are now on the website. Simply click on
the News tab.

Peter, no need for a ladder!

New Members
A warm welcome to new members Karen Murphy and
her mother Patricia (Pat) Smith. Karen and Pat have
been enjoying Monday bowls with Bernie Henderson
and, I am sure, will continue to enjoy the camaraderie
and bowls programs at Donvale.

Graham Howard "sabbatical"
After 21 years of outstanding service to Donvale BC,
and a well-earned Life Membership, Graham has
decided to take a one year "sabbatical" from Donvale
(though he will retain his membership) and
concentrate purely on bowling, without distractions, at
Rosanna. Following is a letter from Graham outlining
his position and reasons.

Letter from Graham Howard
I take this opportunity to let members know I have reluctantly decided to play pennant at Rosanna Bowls Club next
season. This obviously was not an easy decision to make but I believe is the right decision.
Since I resigned as President of P&C to enable matters mainly “club unity and training for success” to be addressed
a lot of progress has been made and will continue.
However regrettably despite INC & P&C (review committee) seeking to retain them we have lost both – Rowan
Sharp / Barry Ferguson as coaches and in fact currently have no Head Coach.
This I cannot understand other than it was an outcome of a small group of non-supportive long-standing members,
mostly not on committees” acting to achieve “their own aims”.
Committees have been created for this year and all members should support them, and I believe they can and will
do a great job, however disunity will make the job much harder than necessary as evidenced over recent years.
I have been a Donvale member for 21 years and appreciate all the opportunities I have been allowed and the
enormous success of the club, when club unity is strong and good coaching and development is attended by
players, even the senior players.
I will remain a member of Donvale however have set new plans for myself as a bowler and in coaching and intend
as I have previously committed to cease my influence at Donvale. To make this easier I will take a “sabbatical
season” and will ensure I am not part of making unity more difficult, hence will bowl for Rosanna next season.
I am again focusing on bowls coaching and development and looking to be part of Lachlan Tighe’s refocus of his
“Elbows Squad”, to develop bowlers and coaches with personal goals, to achieve those goals and be the best they
can.
I wish all at Donvale good health and an enjoyable bowls season and the success your combined efforts can bring.
Regards Graham
We sincerely thank Graham for his immeasurable contribution to the success of Donvale and wish him well for his
sojourn to Rosanna. We also look forward to welcoming him back in the future.
Jeff Grant

Non-Pennant & Social Events
Point Cook Air Museum

Mal Shields

We had an enjoyable day at Point Cook Air Museum on the 20th June. There were 19 people
in attendance and the quality of the restorations, and the knowledge of the guides was
excellent. For those of us that had military experience especially in the air force, it was
particularly engaging. We had a nice lunch delivered and even though the weather was cold
we had an enjoyable lunch.

President NP& SE

Sunday Bowls
Sunday bowls is continuing in a 2-4-2 format which has
been getting stronger attendances due to the popularity
of 2-4-2. Jan Shield has mostly been running these
tournaments and we are keen to see more people attend.
If you want to play 2-4-2 please turn up at 12.30pm for a
1.00pm start on Sundays. There is a sign-up book at the
club. Fees are $7.00 as usual.

Yarra Valley Harness Racing

Some of our group in the Museum in the first of 3 hangers

Due to popular demand and suggestions from club
members we have organised a “go to the races” on
Monday 19th August. The race meeting is at Yarra Glen,
so we will organise car-pooling for those who are going.
There will be a sign-up book at the club house or contact:
Anna Brady 0417 680 642 or Mal Shield 0409 100 243.

Greens Report
GRASS SURFACE

Gary Brady
Greens Director

The surface is coming up for its annual Vertidrain procedure which involves a small
Tractor applying aeration into the surface. This has been booked for early August. I
have observed some weed growth on the surface and Shane will address these
issues when he returns from overseas,

ARTIFICIAL SURFACE
We are now limited to this surface for most of the winter and for the sake of wear and tear have decided that the
preferred direction of play will be East-West.
I have been having discussions with Grassports (the surface supplier) regarding the poor performance of the Rink
on the 16th going North - South. Using a straight-edge we identified a trough extending around 4 square metres.
Many bowlers have reported this over a period of time. The corrective action has been discussed, and we have
agreed to go ahead with the work. This will take place in warmer conditions, as the diagonal seam needs to be cut,
the ‘grass’ rolled back and under-surface relevelled. Warm weather is required to minimise shrinkage and enable
resewing of the seam.
We will arrange a grooming of the surface in the coming month.
Gary Brady

University of the Third Age otherwise known as “U3A”
A few years ago, I was asked to write an article for the U3A Manningham newsletter about Lawn Bowls. I have now
been asked to write a piece about U3A for the Donvale Bowls Club Newsletter by the editor.
Wikipedia tells us that U3A is an international movement whose aims are the education and stimulation of mainly
retired members of the community – those in their third “age” of life.
U3A began in France as an extramural university activity for retired people. This concept was modified in England
where it was recognised that most people of retirement age have something to contribute and the emphasis has
been on sharing without formal links to traditional universities.
Australia followed the English model when U3A began in Melbourne in 1984.
The movement has spread throughout Australia with hundreds of local U3A’s and thousands of members.

When I retired at the end of 2003, I immediately joined U3A
Manningham because I wanted to attend the lectures on music
given by a very good friend of mine.
When I started at U3A Manningham in 2004 the fortunes of Donvale
Bowls Club were at a very low ebb with a membership of about 60.
The Committee of Management at the time decided that things had
to be done to bring about change. I saw that U3A Manningham had
a large membership with many activities and I decided to offer a
Lawn Bowls class starting in 2005 to see whether we could recruit
some members from the U3A membership and incidentally provide
a fun activity and generally showcase our club.

Some of our Donvale U3A members at a Thursday Practice

Barry Wilkins

Julie Wilkins

Our course “Lawn Bowls for Beginners” has continued
through to the present day and has been a major
driver of membership recruitment activities. By 2015
our membership numbers had increased from about
60 in 2004 to about 200. In line with other community
relations activities such as our school’s program no
charge is made for the use of the club facilities by U3A
Manningham which is much appreciated by the U3A
committee who outlay considerable sums for the
outside venues. Just in case DBC members are
thinking that hordes of U3A members are getting free
bowls year after year “Lawn Bowls for Beginners” is a
one-year course and class members are told that if
they wish to continue their bowls career’s they will
need to join a club!

Numbers of new members is a very important
criterion when it comes to recruitment, but the other
important thing is the quality of the people recruited.
The first member recruited from the U3A course was
Ron Gibbs, the second was Marilyn Grant who of
course brought along Jeff. These three have been
and continue to be outstanding club office bearers
while Ron is a coach and Marilyn and Jeff are
umpires. Since these three joined the club there have
been many others who have become office bearers,
umpires and coaches or who have otherwise made
significant contributions to the club.
Our weekly bowls classes continue on Thursday afternoons
between 1.30 and 3.30pm. I am grateful to club members and
coaches who come down to help – Ron Gibbs, Graeme Shaw,
Alan Clark and of course my wife Julie. We offer coaching in
bowls delivery, the bowling terms we use, game formats, scoring,
measuring and most importantly, we try to instil in newcomers the
idea that the game is to be played in a spirit of sportsmanship as
well as in accordance of the laws of the game. If there are any
new bowlers who would like to join our activities, they would be
most welcome.

Ron

Graeme

Alan

These days U3A Manningham has a membership of over 1700 with over 150 different courses and activities. If
any Donvale Bowls Club member has time on their hands and a desire to meet new friends and acquire new skills
or just get more enjoyment from life, I can thoroughly recommend U3A Manningham.
Barry Wilkins

Ask the Umpire July 2019
Helpful Herbert was the Donvale skip on rink 13 when the jack was moved over the
boundary line as a result of play by a Donvale player. The end was therefore dead.
The opposing skip Nasty Norm said that he had the right to decide that the end would be
replayed in the opposite direction. Donvale skip, Helpful Herbert said the end would only
be replayed in the opposite direction if both skips agreed, and in this case, he didn’t agree
and required the end to be replayed in the same direction.
Just before Helpful and Nasty Norm came to blows, they wisely called the umpire.
The umpire ruled that the end was to be replayed in the same direction.

Barry Wilkins

Were the umpire and incidentally Helpful right?

Coach & Umpire

Umpire Barry says that Helpful Herbert is improving and both he and the umpire were
right. Herbert is improving and both he and the umpire were right.
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way which avoids distracting players on neighbouring rinks. A bowl scoop is the ideal tool to use for this purpose.
bowl scoop is the ideal tool to use for this purpose.

Donvale Saturday 22nd June – Did we play?

We did, weather was fine but cold, and a bowl can make it through water!

WE THANK OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR VALUED SUPPORT
MAJOR SPONSORS
•

BENDIGO BANK (Community Bank) Doncaster East and Templestowe Village Branch’s - for all your banking
needs. Contact Senior Manager – Paul Thompson. Phone 9840 2028

•

PARKES PROPERTY - 906 Doncaster Rd. Doncaster East. 9840 1111 For all Real Estate needs - Contact
Managing Director – Linda Linmeiers.

•

RANCIE Financial Planning – Jon Rancie – Level 4, 420 Collins Street, Melbourne 9671 4990 email
jon@ranciefinancial.com.au

•

HELLOWORLD TRAVEL - Lower Templestowe – 18 Macedon Road Lower Templestowe –
helloworld.com.au - Phone 98520200 - email lisa.lowertemplestowe@helloworld.com.au

•

SUMMIT INTERNET - Summit offers a complete suite of reliable, cost effective products and services including
Internet, Private Networks, Voice, Datacentre and Cloud Connectivity. Summit Internet can tailor solutions
based on your business requirements. - Contact Greg Lipschitz 1300 049 749

•

THE HEIGHTS LUXURY RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE – 39 -41 Mitcham Road, Donvale
Thena 0418 751 972 admin.theheights@tlcagedcare.com.au

Lisa Loakimidis –

GOLD SPONSORS
•

DONCASTER SPORTING GEAR – 25 Worrell Street, Nunawading. 9877 2068. For all bowling gear contact
owners Larry, Sue & Elise. Email info@dsgbowlsshop.com.au

•

RYAN SMITH - Member for Warrandyte - Suite 2, 1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East. 9841 5166

•

DONCASTER EAST CAR REPAIRS – 24 Terra Cotta Drive Blackburn 3130

9878 5668

SILVER SPONSORS
•

CRAIG GATHERGOOD – Maintenance & General Plumbing

•

Café Julia - Farhad and Bobby. Cafe Julia is located at 78 Jackson Court, Doncaster East. Great coffee & vanilla slices.

9842 1334 or 0407 057 231 – licensed plumber.

PLEASE USE OUR SPONSORS’ SERVICES & TELL THEM YOU ARE FROM
DONVALE BOWLS CLUB AND WE APPRECIATE THEIR SUPPORT.

