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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

 

Ian Bramstedt 
Chairman  
Donvale Bowls Club 
 

Hello members 
 

The management committee wishes you and your loved ones all the very best for the 
new year. 
 

It is very pleasing to report that we have welcomed 50 new members to our club over 
the last nine months. That is a fantastic outcome, resulting from all the hard work of 
our committees, volunteers, and general members, who make new members so 
welcome. An achievement that would be the envy of almost every club in Australia. 
 

We recently had a meeting at our club with Bowls Victoria senior management. They 
were pleased with how our club was going and offered their support for our project 
to replace the grass with a synthetic green. They will do what they can to help ensure 
Manningham Council use the right tender specifications and scope to match our 
requirements. This project has been budgeted by the council for 2023/24 and is still 
subject to our club being able to fund 50% of the costs. 
 

 By the time you read this I hope you have supported our 
“Think Big – Think Pink” Charity Day, and it was big success. 
This is an inaugural event for our club where we are 
donating all the proceeds to a very worthwhile charity. You 
should feel proud giving something back to the 
community. 
 

One of our key focus areas is to raise revenue from outside 
functions. This involves a balancing act in maximising much 
needed revenue, and preventing overloading volunteers, 
whilst protecting our facilities, and ensuring facilities are 
available to members when required. To help manage this 
it has been agreed to form a new sub-committee 
responsible for corporate functions and reporting to the 
management committee. Mal and Jan Shield, our very own 

in-house catering/function gurus, will be running the new 
committee and will be recruiting a couple of volunteers as 
back up’s. 

The intention is to have all external queries for corporate 
functions directed initially to this sub-committee.  They 
will then determine what the requirement is, decide if it 
is something the club can manage, negotiate pricing, 
arrange invoicing, recruit volunteers, and will usually co-
ordinate the function. 
 

Late last year, the council was ready to award the tender 
and commence the installation of the ceiling lining for our 
Alfresco area. Unfortunately, they did not give us enough 
notice and the interruptions to our December events was 
unacceptable. These works have now been delayed until 
late February or March. 
 

A reminder to take care when playing bowls on hot days. 
Keep hydrated and in the shade as much as possible. Do 
not hesitate to sit in the shade and rest if feeling any signs 
of heat stress. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASK THE UMPIRE – JANUARY 2023 
 

 

Barry Wilkins 
Coach & Umpire 

 

Helpful Herbert was down in the dumps. His form as a skip had been so bad that the 
selectors had had enough and made him a lead while Old Charlie was selected as skip. 
 

Nasty Norm made the situation worse when he sauntered up and smirked at Helpful 
Herbert without saying a word. 
 

Donvale had won the toss so Helpful Herbert had to deliver the jack on the first end. Helpful 
Herbert had never bothered to practice with the jack and as a consequence the jack rolled 
out of bounds. 
 

Various opinions were offered as to what happened next. Some of them were: 
We win the end with 8 shots up (Nasty Norm). 
We just centre the jack and play on, that’s what we do at Donvale (Fast Freddy who just 
wanted to get on with it). 
 

We call it a tied end and just begin the next end (Stupid 
Sam who was third to Nasty Norm): 
 

The opposing lead rolls the jack from where the mat has 
been placed and then if they like they can move the mat 
after the jack has been centred (second thoughts of Stupid 
Sam). 
 

And so, it went on until Old Charlie spoke and said the 
opposing lead places the mat and rolls the jack. This met 
with hoots of derision all round so Old Charlie yelled 
“umpire”. 
 

The club’s littlest lady umpire came up and ruled that Old 
Charlie was correct. This met with comments about the 
umpire’s competence, but she stuck to her guns. But was 
the umpire right? 
 

 

Umpire Barry says that as usual the club’s littlest lady 
umpire was correct.  
 

Law 10.1 says that the jack has been improperly delivered 
if it comes to rest in the ditch, completely outside the rink 
boundaries, less than the minimum distance (21 metres in 
Australia), on the rink after contact with the face of the 
bank or on the rink after contact with a person or object 
outside the rink boundaries. 
 

Law 10.2 says that if a player has improperly delivered the 
jack the opposing player must place the mat as required 
and deliver the jack. 
 

Law 10.3 goes on to say that if the opposing player also 
improperly delivers the jack, the first player places the mat, 
and the jack is placed at the 2-metre mark.  
 

NIGHT PENNANT COORDINATOR 
 

 

Mal Shield 
NP Coordinator 

 

THURSDAY NIGHT PENNANT 2-4-2 
A Thursday night competition will again be held from the 2nd February to the 2nd of March. It 
will be a 2-4-2 format and players are expected to play for all 5 matches. It is open to all club 
members and especially new members who are still learning the game are also welcome. You 
do not need a uniform, all games are played at Donvale, it starts at 7.15pm and ends about 
9.30pm. We then have a light supper, and the bar is opened. It is a fun night and a great way 
to improve your game. The cost per game is $10 per player.  
 

There is a light blue signup book at entrance sign-up area so please consider joining us in the 
competition. 

There is also prize money at the end of the competition. There is a full explanation of the 
competition in the signup book if you want more information. 
 

TUESDAY NIGHT PENNANNT 
We have 2 more games to go for the season. The season goes so quickly. 
 

We had to abandon a match against Vermont South recently due to rain, thunder, and lightning. We were in a winning 
position and were in front on all rinks at the time of abandonment. I think we were unlucky not to have played enough ends 
for a win. We did however have a nice supper and drinks with the opposition, so all was not lost.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This DBC article was published by our sponsor 

                          FIND MANNINGHAM Newspaper 
                        “Click this URL” to see the online newspaper- https://findmanningham.com.au 

 

Written by: Rob (Stormy) Fairweather     Photo: Ewan Simpson 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PENNANT & CHAMPIONSHIP - REPORT 
 

 

Ken Eldridge 
President 
P & C - Committee 
 

PENNANT 
 

We are now into rounds 10/11 for this year’s Pennant season and a number of teams still 
have an opportunity to make it into the finals or at least gain positions on the ladder thus 
avoiding relegation.  
 

Once again the Ladder Summary [provided by Ian Bramstedt] comparing previous years 
does give us a guide and while there has been a slight improvement over the last month or 
so and we are still slightly down overall at this stage. 
 

I previously attributed Greg Norman for the Quote below but in fact it was Garry Player. 
As for luck:- Garry Player once said,  “The more I practice the luckier I get”. 
 

Now I have an actual Quote from Greg. 
“Know your strengths and take advantage of them”. 
 

I will now add my thoughts to that and say:-  
“Practice your weaknesses and they may become your strengths”. 
 

The Ladder Summary below will give each team an idea how they are travelling. Also check on the noticeboard at the club 
which also shows the ladder and visit our website which now provides access to ladders plus teams and results for each 
round. 

 

 

 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Our Club Championships are almost at an end with only the Mixed Pairs to be completed on the Friday 27th February and 
Open Triples should be completed by February 12th.  

   
PRESENTATION NIGHT 
Will be held on Thursday 30th March so please add that to your diary. It will be a spit roast held at our club. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 This magnificent “Delicious Dishes Collection from Donvale” was 
distributed by our club in 2005 to all members and many other people. 
This is a 96 page book of great menus and in this Newsletter we have a 
Mock Blueberry Slice by one of our current members JILL WYLLIE. In the 
February Newsletter we will have another menu (guess who)? 

 
 

Grandparents over the Christmas break 
Had a wonderful time with their visiting 

Grandchildren 

   

 

Graeme Morrison’s visiting 
Danish granddaughter 
learning the art of lawn 
bowls. Vilde is 18 months old 
and became exhausted 
rather quickly (like her 
grandfather does these 
days), so she went to sleep 
in the ditch when Graeme 
had a “little practice”. 

 
GREENS REPORT 

 

 

Gary Brady 
Greens Director 
 

Members seem quite pleased 
with the condition of the 
Artificial but still some 
complaints about the end 
Rinks 16 & 15, however quite a 
few members have decided to 
use it to our advantage. 
 

The Grass has had 
considerable work done over 
the break and it is much 
improved but remains 
unpopular with  unpopular with many members. Santa Anna grass 

requires heat to flourish but latest conditions in 
Melbourne have not been kind. I remain positive for 
the rest of the season as I know that the effort involved 
is getting it up to scratch. 
 

 

  
Jake Simpson with a broken right arm decided he still 
wanted to play bowls with his left arm. After a few 
bowls he managed to get close to the jack, but one 
ended up next to it. Rosie Simpson did the same shot 
and Jill & Ewan Simpson were very proud of their 
grandchildren who visited us for Christmas from where 
they live in London. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NON-PENNANT & SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

 

Brian Roberts 
President Non-Pennant & 
Social Events 
 

With the busy Christmas and New Year celebrations behind us, we have settled into 
planning for the events and outings coming soon. 
 

THURSDAY 26th JANUARY (Australia Day Holiday) 
Gala Charity and Bowling Day. On this day, as in previous years, we will proudly join with 
ALL  OUR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN in celebrating all things great that OUR COUNTRY 
provides. This year’s event will create a worthy precedent, with the total amount $1,800 
generated to be donated to assist the Glenn McGrath foundation in their battle against 
breast cancer. Today, with over 90 members and friends signed up to attend, it makes 
one feel proud and privileged to be a member of Donvale Bowls Club. 
 

SUNDAY 12th FEBRUARY (Labour Day Weekend) 
Margaret Cunningham Day....sign-up sheets are being circulated .....watch out for the 
Newsflash later in this Newsletter. 
 

TWILIGHT BOWLS 
Regular Wednesday night bowls will restart on February 1st, after having a night off this 
week. These nights have been very well attended with over 40 people participating each 
evening. 
 The most pleasing aspect of twilight bowls has been the 

number of "new members" taking part in both the 
coaching and following games and fellowship. Thanks go to 
all coaches and support persons in making these evenings 
such a big success. 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
 

MONDAY 3rd APRIL (Day at the races) 
We have had confirmation of our booking at Yarra Glen 
Gallops for this day. 
All members and friends are invited to join us for a day of 
excitement which includes entry and a gourmet 2 course 
lunch. Contact John Chandler (mobile 0448 005 662) for 
all enquiries and booking details. Watch out for newsflash 
and sign-up sheets as time gets closer. 
 
 

A DAY AT MELBOURNE BOTANICAL GARDENS - Date to be 
announced. 
Join our gardening guru (Graeme Morrison) for a 
wonderful, guided tour and cafe lunch at our world-
famous gardens. Watch for more details, Newsflash, and 
sign-up sheet soon. 
 

A NIGHT AT THE THEATRE - Date to be announced. 
This event will include group bookings for a selected hotel 
dinner followed by a locally produced live theatre 
experience. 
Details of show and bookings will be handled by Virginia 
McGuiness (mobile 0408 008 434). 
Watch for sign-up sheet and newsflash 
 

Keep on Rolling. 
 

 

 

 
 

Rito Bettiol has made a range of beautiful hand-made 
wooden serving boards for sale at our club. Rito has 
kindly offered to donate $10 from each sale to support 
the club. These boards are available in two sizes and if 
you are interested, please call Rito on 0425 745 759 
 

This was a practice game with a 
surprising result – John Chandler & 
Leanne Sullivan (4) V Kay Chandler & 
Ron Pretto (14) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Australia Day Holiday 
Thursday 26th January 

 

 

88 Members, Family and Friends attended 
Giant Hamper Raffles 

Delicious Smorgasbord Style Luncheon 
Fun Game of Bowls Enjoyed 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DONE 
 

  

     

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS – FINAL RESULT MIXED PAIRS 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 

 

Lindsay Ridgwell  
& Helen Milner 

 

 

 

MIXED 
PAIRS 

WINNER 

Runner Up 

Fay & Les Giules 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Margaret Cunningham Mentor Classic 

Monday 13th March 
Labour Day – Members Only Event Presents 

 

 
 

Winning Team         $150 
Runner Up              $90 
Best First Game        $90 
Best Last Game        $90 

 



 
 
 
 

BENDIGO BANK (Community Bank) Doncaster East and Templestowe 
Village Branch’s - for all your banking needs. Contact Senior Manager – 
Paul Thompson. Phone 9840 2028 

MARSHALL WHITE MANNINGHAM - 908 Doncaster Road, 
Doncaster East. Phone: 9822 9999 For all Real Estate needs Contact: 
Linda Linmeiers or Brenton        Linmeiers. 

FIND MANNINGHAM - Local Community Newspaper supported 
by Find Accountant providing SMSF & Retirement advice. Phone: 
1300 88 38 30.    Warren Strybosch is Director, and member of 
Donvale Bowls Club 

NUNAWADING PANELS – 168 Rooks Road, 
Nunawading 3131 -  Phone: 9873 5855 - High standard 
panel service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SONYA TERPSTRA – State Member of Parliament for Eastern 
Metropolitan Region Phone: 9803 0592 

CAFÉ JULIA - Farhad and Bobby. Cafe Julia is located at 78 Jackson 
Court, Doncaster East. Great coffee & vanilla slices 

CRAIG GATHERGOOD – Maintenance & General Plumbing - 
Phone: 9842 1334 or 0407 057 231 – licensed plumber 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPONSORS & ADVERTISERS 
 

PEPPERCORN PIZZA – 264 Blackburn Road, East Doncaster 
Phone: 9842 2010 – enjoy great pizzas from our very special sponsor 
 

MONUMENT METAL ROOFING – Phone 0426 797 858 (Derek Walter) 
Domestic and Commercial Metal Roof and Gutter Specialists 
www.mmroof.com.au 
 
RYAN SMITH - Member for Warrandyte - Suite 2, 1020 Doncaster Road, 
Doncaster East – Phone: 9841 5166 

 

PLEASE USE OUR SPONSORS & ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
 

THEM YOU ARE FROM DONVALE BOWLS CLUB 
 

AND WE APPRECIATE THEIR SUPPORT 
 

 


